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“The World’s most livable city?”
From livability, to a complete city



‐ Rising Costs of Energy
‐

 

Days of cheap oil and gas over

‐ Aging Population
‐

 

In 20 years, 1 in 4 Canadians will be 65+

‐ Public health
‐

 

Last 20years has seen a 2 or 3 times  
increase  in diseases, asthma  diabetes, 
depression, hearth disease 

‐ Climate Change
‐

 

CO2 levels are the highest in 500,000 
years and growing

‐ Air Quality
‐

 

Kills thousands every year
‐

 

Increase in asthma, especially in children

We face converging Issues



Vancouver tops cities survey
City named No.1 in Americas for quality of living, 
No.4 in the world

Is livability enough?



Cities for People: 
5 birds with 1 stone…..

• Lively city
• Attractive city
• Healthy city
• Safe city
• Sustainable city

Jan Gehl

Copenhagen



The Goal: A Sustainable, Livable, Vibrant Downtown



…and City!



C a n a d a / USA b o r d e rC a n a d a / USA b o r d e r

Land Area: 282,000 hectaresLand Area: 282,000 hectares
Population: 2,100,000  (2006)Population: 2,100,000  (2006)

GVRD Regional Town Centres

LangleyLangleyLangley
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Our Regional Context: planning a complete region?



Metro’s September 2010 Draft RGS

1996

(LRSP)

3rd Draft 
Sept 2010



Land Use Vision: Accommodate additional 1.2 
million people and 0.6 million jobs by 2041

Draft 
Overview Land Use VISION 

Accommodate an additional 1.2 m people & 0.6 m 
jobs by 2041

Industrial New
Mixed Employment – Ind/Comm



“Completeness” by saying no?

The Central Area
Land Area: 2.2 square miles (579 
hectares)
Population: 85,000 (2005 Estimate)

The public says no to highwaysThe public says no to highways



“Living First” and the Central Area Plan



City Plans and Visions



Downtown Livability is density done well:
1. Movement



Our Movement Modes, Prioritized

Prioritization of Travel Modes

#1#1
#2#2

#3#3
#4#4

#5#5



The most sustainable movement option…
walking (nearness)



Walking infrastructure:
horizontal and vertical



Cycling’s our second choice



Burrard Bridge Trial



Separated Bike Lanes



A cycle-friendly public realm



…and we didn’t stage this.



Planning for transit



Not so much transit corridors, as corridors of urbanism… 
(walking, cycling, transit through completeness)



Even transit on water…



Downtown Livability is density done well:
2. Design / Quality



City design starts with waterfront design



Height is just a design challenge…



Designing an artful mix



Designing a human-scale



Designing in art Design AS art



Downtown Livability is density done well:
3. Amenities



Our beaches are our squares…



Our water edge is our public life…



Our parks, through development…



Our squares, through development…



Many more amenities and benefits,
through development



Even “private” spaces are semi-public…



Our central area: A series of experiments



False Creek South



False Creek South



Granville Island



Granville Island



False Creek North



False Creek North



2003

False Creek North from the South Shore (Charleson Park) 
1983





Coal Harbour



Coal Harbour



Shangri-la 
James K Cheng Architecture



Ritz Carlton (“Vancouver’s Turn”) 
Arthur Erickson



Height: 36 storeys

Residential Square 
Footage: 201,540 

Commercial Square 
Footage: 86,610

Units: 131

Jameson House 
Foster & Associates Architects



Hotel Georgia 
HB - IBI



Vancouver Convention Centre Expansion



Convention Centre



Convention Centre





Woodwards
Henriques

 

& Partners



Woodwards
Henriques

 

& Partners



WHAT IS GREAT ARCHITECTURE?

• Urban

• Green

• Diverse (generally) and exciting (when it’s right)



Connecting to Context:
skyline, ridgeline, shoreline



Can views and sense-of-place 
enhance health and livability?



View ‘A’: Alder Terrace to Mount Seymour

20091987



Heritage Restorations



Heritage Restorations



Redesigning Granville Street



Photo credit: The Province



Carrall Street Greenway

Recreational Network 
Seawall Loop



Let’s look at the rest of Vancouver…



City Plans and Community Visions



Outside the downtown…



Crossroads 
Busby Perkins and Will



The Rise 
Nigel Baldwin, Architect



Many new building types



Arbutus Walk



Collingwood Village



Oakridge

New Project



East Fraserlands

New Project



Olympic Village/ SEFC



Olympic Village



Olympic Plaza



Olympic Village



Olympic Village



Olympic Village



Olympic Village



Olympic Village



Neighbourhood Energy Utilities =       tested internationally
sound business model
can be expanded and replicated 

Land 
Use Transportation

Energy



Going beyond our own standards

• LEED Platinum



Social Housing Projects
Olympic Village
Net Zero Building



Industrial and Mixed Employment Areas



Making Room For a Growing Economy
Why 

Important?

Mix is allowed on 
90% of city land

Other 10% of land 
has 50% of jobs 

Mix jobs with housing?



Growing Opportunities for the Future 

Industrial and Mixed Employment areas are:
• Building opportunities for creative, high tech and 

green business 
(Dr. T. Hutton – economic transformations)

• Growing and diversifying jobs 
(Census 01-06 - added 5,000 jobs)

• Provide economic resiliency 
(J. Rubin - peak oil, climate change, re-localizing 
manufacturing, food security, etc.) 

Why 
Important?



The challenges are clear…



The challenges
are clear…



The challenges are clear…

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/cd-mc/cvd-mcv/ccdss-snsmc-2010/pdf/CCDSS_HTN_Report_FINAL_EN_20100513.pdf


BUSBY PERKINS+WILL

Vancouver’s GHG emissions
are not sustainable…



We know the Culprits…



BUSBY PERKINS+WILL

The Density / GHG relationship



Public Health Issues and the Built Environment

Many communities and health care facilities have:

- A lack of diversity of land uses and full range 

housing options

- Required increased travel time & car dependence

- Increased live-work separation

- Encouraged active sports facilities over full range 

of facilities that reflect broader society

- Promoted traditional health care, ‘treat the 

disease’, verses the broad-based prevention 

strategy



Sustainability and the built environment

- The costs of many diseases have been clearly linked to 
our built environment.  

- The doubling and tripling every 20 years of health care 
costs is not sustainable, healthcare already struggling.

- Rising fuel costs will replace building, transportation, 
food production systems.

- Climate change is just starting as greenhouse gasses 
spike upward.

- Goals of  20% CO2 reduction by 2030 and 80% by 2050 
means profound change.



Sustainability

Affordability

Livability

The Three WheelsThe Three Wheels

The search for the metaphor

What is EcoDensity?



EcoDensity is about the footprint



The new Generation: Sustainability Front and Centre



• Arterial mid-rise housing
• Ground oriented housing              

(gentle density)
• Backyard laneway infill 

housing   (hidden 
density)

• Secondary suites within 
homes (invisible density)

EcoDensity

Many levels of density
(but no “stable neighbourhoods”)



Laneway Housing 
(“Hidden Density”)

EcoDensity



EcoDensity was “the big story”



EcoDensity was “the big story”



Committed to an eco-city of eco-neighborhoods
(a shared responsibility)



Greener Buildings 

• LEED™ SILVER in 2008

• LEED™ GOLD in 2010

• GREEN DESIGN BEFORE 
TECHNOLOGY

EcoDensity

Actions



Greener Large Sites

• District energy
• Solar orientation
• Passive energy solutions
• Urban agriculture
• TDM prioritizing sustainable 

modes
• Sustainable rainwater 

management plan
• Solid waste diversion strategy
• Affordability

EcoDensity

Actions



• Removing disincentives to 
Green Design

• Enabling laneway housing, secondary suites, 
basement suites

• EcoDensity leadership on City Land
• Green Application Priority
• More flexibility, fewer barriers

EcoDensity

Actions



Where We Were…

EcoDensity



Where We Got To…

EcoDensity



From EcoDensity to “The Greenest City in the World?”



10 Greenest City Goals

1. Green Economy Capital 
20,000 new green jobs by 2020

2. Climate Change Leadership 
ghg’s 33% below 2007

3. Green Buildings 
carbon neutral new construction by 2020;20% improvement for existing buildings

4. Green Mobility 
over 50% of trips non-car

5. Zero Waste 
40% per-capita reduction to landfill by 2020

6. Easy Access To Nature 
plant 150,000 trees, all people 5 minutes to “nature”

7. Lighter Footprint 
per capita EF reduction by 33%

8. Clean Water

reduce per capita consumption  by 33%

9. Clean Air 
meet world health target, not Canadian

10. Local Food 
reduce per capita carbon food footprint by 33%



The Olympics changed everything

http://www.citycaucus.com/assets_c/2010/02/2010-02-16_20-39-16-m-thumb-550x412-1911.jpg


Greenest City by 2020? 
And a great, healthy, resilient, vibrant, livable city for people too!



In other words, a complete city. 
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