Figure 6.1: This diagram shows the housing diversity along a major corridor in a Streetcar City.

Figure 6.2: United States CO2 emissions by sector 1950 – 2000.
Figure 6.3a, b and c: The large single family detached home (a) is inefficient due to the extremely large surface area per unit while the tower (b) suffers from heat loss and gain from the poor performance of glass as an insulator. The medium density townhouses (c) exhibit the best energy efficiency.
Figure 6.4: Source: BC Stats, 2008. Quarterly Regional Statistics, Interim Report, Fourth Quarter 2008: Greater Vancouver Regional District, Ministry of Labour and Citizens’ Services.”

Figure 6.5 a, b: The aerial shot (a) shows medium density building types in a compact, mixed-use, grid-iron street network in the City of North Vancouver that supports walkable communities. The aerial shot (b) shows the same building types in a car-oriented suburb in Surrey, British Columbia.

Figure 6.6 a, b: The Traditional Neighborhood Pattern (a) accommodates 10-15 dwelling units per acre while the Status Quo Neighborhood Pattern (b) accommodates only four dwelling units per acre.

Figure 6.7:  Maple Ave in Cambridge Massachusetts. Large three story single family home sits next to 2.5 story duplex. In distance is large brick structure containing three dwelling units. Photo credit: Alanna Mallon.
Figure 6.8: These residential townhouses, designed by Ramsay Worden Architects, are visually integrated with nearby homes and offer a higher density typology without drastically changing the character of the neighbourhood.  Many of the units remain ground oriented and the large number of entrances and over-looking windows enliven the street environment.

Figure 6.9: These two Vancouver B.C. bungalows are typical of the streetcar suburbs built prior to WWII all across North America. They originally were home to one large family but over the years they have been renovated to include one, and sometimes two or three additional suites.

Figure 6.10: The Cost to Actually Live There: A “Back of the Envelope” Monthly Rental Requirement analysis from the Damascus Area Design Workshop.
Figure 6.11: Pruitt-Igoe was an award-winning modernist housing complex built in 1955 in St. Louis.  Shortly after its completion living conditions began to decay and by 1972 the extreme poverty, crime and segregation of its inhabitants led the federal government to destroy the first of the complex’s 33 buildings.  When the last residents of the housing project were called upon in a meeting to determine the fate of the buildings, the chant started immediately, “Blow it up! Blow it up!”
Figure 6.12: This row of “snout houses” presents a particularly illustrative example of the unfriendly facades that garage-dominated houses present to the street.

